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Han in the far West Is quite as bitter as it ever was against
the negro in the South, and he is still sternly refused citi-
zenship, even national citizenship, which we freely extend
to the African. We are thus left in the ridiculous situation
of providing that nobody may be a citizen of our great Re-
public except a white Caucasian and a black African, with
considerable ambiguity still as to what the word "white"
means. The American Indians are, indeed, admitted under
the conditions before mentioned, so that as a catch-word the
reader may remember that we are a red, white, and black
country, but not a brown or yellow one. All this is, of
course, the accident of history; but the accidents of history
are its most important incidents.

Taking Asiatic races first, the far Western States vie with
each other in passing legislation which shall deny them the
right to life, or at least to live upon any equality of competi-
tion with the white. Most of such laws arc, of course, un-
constitutional, but they were at one time enacted with more
rapidity than the Supreme Court of the United States could
declare them so. Congress tries to be more reasonable and,
indeed, has to be so, in view of the fact that it is a national
Congress living, with the executive, in direct touch with the
foreign nations themselves. Broadly speaking, our national
legislation is to exclude immigration, but guarantee equality
of property right, at least, to such Mongolian aliens as are
actually in the.country; and to extend or guarantee such
right of treatment by treaties, which treaties are, of course,
acts of Congress, like any other act of Congress, entirely
valid in favor of the foreign power and enforceable by it even
to the issue of war, but possibly, as a constitutional ques-
tion, not enforceable by the Federal government against the
States. An endless mass of legislation in California and
other Western States has been devised, either openly against
the Chinese or so couched as to really exclude them from the
ordinary civic liberties, and most of our State laws or courts
declare that the Japanese are Mongolian although that peo-